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The EEA & Norway Grants represent the contribution of Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway to reducing economic and
social disparities and to strengthening bilateral relations with 16 European Union countries.
In the period 2009-2014, Lithuania received € 84 million worth support which (together with Lithuanian financial
contribution) has been allocated to projects under 14 different programmes. One of them is aimed at conserving and
revitalising cultural heritage.

The EEA financial mechanism programme
Conservation and revitalization
of cultural and natural heritage

Majority of projects (84 %) have been carried out outside the biggest cities
which is of significant importance to the regional development.
Beyond the obvious physical changes, there is much more than meets the
eye. Objects become important meeting places, have an impact on the vitality of localities, contribute to the creation of new jobs, change public attitudes towards the living environment and cultural heritage, make places
more attractive to live and attract tourists due to the the uniqueness revealed.

Cultural heritage is the part of our identity, history and culture, a reflection of values and traditions. It is being increasingly acknowledged that is also a valuable resource with potential to bring economic and social benefits.
The programme “Conservation and Revitalization of Cultural and Natural Heritage” under the 2009-2014 EEA financial
mechanism is a result of fruitful cooperation between Lithuanian and Norwegian institutions. The programme has
been prepared and implemened by the Lithuanian Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the Central Project Management Agency, while the programme partner – Norwegian Directorate for Cultural Heritage - played an important
role of an advisor in each step of the way.
The programme was aimed at preserving a part of rich and diverse Lithuanian cultural heritage for future generations, ensuring that it is adapted to the public’s needs and increasing awareness of cultural heritage significance.
The priority was given to preservation of wooden architecture, establishment of cultural heritage research centres,
finalisation of works in partly restored cultural heritage objects, the fostering of etnograhic villages architecture and
the Jewish heritage.
Cultural heritage is being valued and protected when people understand it. Therefore, a lot of attention has been
paid to the cultural heritage education in this programme. In total, project promoters organized around a hundred
events for the public. Lectures, excursions, seminars and conferences helped to understand the environment and
cultural heritage that surrounds us better. Practical trainings improved skills and knowledge of craftsmen and other
participants regarding the use of traditional materials and technologies, proper maintenance and restoration of cultural heritage and other topics. A large number of participants proved that such events are very much needed and
important.

Project have been implemented by municipalities, public, budgetary institutions and private companies. Despite the organisational differences, results
are always achieved by the efforts of hard working people who are not
afraid of challenges and believe in the power of culture. Everyone involved
had a unique chance to render meaningful ideas into reality, develop partnerships and improve their competences.

Projects implementation
period: 2014-2017
Average duration of a project:
2,5 years
Support intensity: up to 90 %
Budget to support projects:
EUR 9.402.398 (8 mln. EUR –
EEA Grants, 1,4 mln. EUR –
Lithuanian state budget funds)
Average support per project:
500 thousand euros

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
Fund for bilateral relations of the programme provived an excellent opportunity for organizations from Lithuania and
the Donor states to meet prior to the submission of applications in 2013. It greatly facilitated the establishment of
partnerships, exchange of experience and development of cooperation projects. Accordingly, almost half (10 out of
19) of the projects have been carried out in partnership with organizations from Norway and Iceland. Most of the
partners contributed by giving lectures, trainings and providing consultations about heritage maintenance and management, presenting good practise examples of their countries, exchanging experience with Lithuanian specialists.
The Ministry of Culture has also organized events that strengthened bilateral relations such as a study trip on fire
prevention to Norway and restoration workshops. These are desribed more in detail in the following pages of this
publication. Similar events are planned to be organized in 2017 as well.

DIVERSITY OF PROJECTS
Interest in the opportunities offered by the programme was very high. There were 112 applications submitted of which
only 19 received the grant. That shows a wide-spread aspiration to preserve cultural heritage and a great need for financial support. It also means that projects of only the highest quality and significance have been selected.
The scope of implemented projects is charactarized by wide geographic spread (please refer to the page 50) and a
great variety of cultural heritage objects. Thanks to the 19 projects carried out, a high number of 85 cultural heritage
buildings have been preserved. That includes houses in ethnographic villages, wooden villas, synagogues, churches,
manors and fortresses. The adaptation of these buildings also varies - some of the objects have been transformed
into new cultural heritage research centres, cultural venues, museums, while the others (such as buildings of sacral and residential purpose) underwent significant improvements of their condition and kept the original function.
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Results of the programme would not be achieved without a significant contribution of many people involved. A special thanks to:
Project promoters and partners, the team of the CPMA, the Lithuanian Ministry of Finance, the Department for Cultural Heritage,
Anne Nyhamar, Noelle Dahl-Poppe, Nils Marstein, Aleksandra Petie Einen, Eglė Saudargaitė, Donata Armakauskaitė, Irma Grigaitienė,
Romas Jarockis, Eglė Mečinskaitė, Birutė Masaitytė, Alesia Rynkevič, Laura Unikauskienė, Renata Banytė, Jovaldas Černiauskas,
Vaida Vilkuotytė, Rimantė Dėringytė, Maženai Koreckajai and others that were not mentioned by mistake.
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Study trip on fire prevention
in historic buildings

Workshops on wooden doors
and windows restoration

ENSURING A SAFER ENVIRONMENT FOR PEOPLE
AND CULTURAL PROPERTIES

BUILDING A STRONGER BOND BETWEEN
WOODEN BUILDINGS AND THEIR RESIDENTS

The risk of fire has always been a great threat, especially in the Nordic and
Baltic countries, where many of the historic buildings are made of wood.
Even though technologies are constantly improving, a considerable number
of fires still break out every year putting at risk the lives of human beings, as
well as historic buildings. Even though technical installations are extremely
important, the training of property owners and users is an essential part for
such measures to be effective.

Wooden architecture is one of the most interesting and valuable parts of
Lithuanian cultural heritage. Unfortunately, insufficient understanding of its
value, improper use of materials (such as replacement of authentic wooden
windows with plastic ones), lack of knowledge about methods of its maintenance, very few possibilities of financial support and other reasons lead to
its rapid degradation.

The Lithuanian Ministry of Culture and the Norwegian Directorate for Cultural
Heritage organized a study trip on fire prevention in historic buildings with
an aim to improve competences of persons who work with, and are responsible for, vulnerable cultural heritage properties.
The event which took place on 11-14 May 2015, was attended by the EEA
Grants supported project promoters, their partners from Norway, representatives of the Fire and Rescue Department under the Lithuanian Ministry of
Interior, Archdioceses of Vilnius and Kaunas, the Department for Cultural
Heritage. Overall, 29 persons received the training.
Venues visited during the two days included the IF Safety Center, the Directorate for Cultural Heritage and the Norwegian Museum of Cultural History.
These were selected based on the expertise that these insitutions hold in
the field of fire prevention.
The programme was focused on the causes of fire, prevention measures,
warning systems and the installation of these in historic buildings, as well as
hands-on testing of fire extinguishing equipment. At the same time, it was a
great opportunity for the participants to get in touch with others operating in
the same field and share experience. Participants brought back home useful
knowledge and practical skills which added to increased safety of people
and cultural properties that they are responsible for.
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A series of door- and window restoration workshops were organised by
the Ministry of Culture in Lithuania in cooperation with the Norwegian Directorate for Cultural Heritage, the Academy of Cultural Heritage and the
Association of Wood Craftsmen in the summer of 2016. It was aimed at
drawing public attention to the value of wooden architecture, encouraging
its preservation and maintenance and providing practical restoration skills.
Workshops were organized in three different places of Lithuania (Dieveniškės, Kaunas and Viešvilė) to ensure impact at wider scale and better accessibility. During the four days of training, participants were guided
through all stages of restoration using traditional methods and materials
only. In addition to the practical activities, the programme was complemented by lectures, discussions and excursions aiming to provide the participants
with a deeper understanding of wooden heritage values, energy efficiency
and other topics. All the activities were led by professional Lithuanian and
Norwegian craftsmen and cultural heritage specialists.
More than 100 participants took part in the workshops, and among the
participants were both owners of wooden buildings, architects, students,
restorers and others interested in preservation and restoration of wooden
structures. Many of them were surprised that the preservation work can
be done by themselves. After the training, a number of participants have
informed the organizers about having had applied the acquired skills at their
own wooden houses and shared the knowledge with others.
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A methodical video has been prepared during the workshops and it
is now freely available for everyone
online (to be found at the channel
of “EEA Grants Culture Lithuania” on
YouTube. With English subtitles).

Methodical
publications

The Wooden House Maintenance is intended for everyone who lives or manages a wooden house. The information in the publication is in particular useful to those
who have old houses of historic value. The publication
contains a brief review of Lithuanian wooden architecture peculiarities, a lot of practical advice on frequently
arising problems, maintenance methods, ways to improve energy efficiency.

IMPROVING UNDERSTANDING
AND MAINTENANCE OF
CULTURAL HERITAGE

Great majority of wooden house residents lack information on the maintenance of this sensitive to environment architecture, rather frequent fires testify the lack
of understanding and limited use of fire-preventtion
measures, while people willing to carry out cultural heritage research find it difficult to understand complicated
procedures.
Three methodical publications were issued in the spring
of 2016 inviting readers to take a fresh look at their living surroundings and get a better understanding of it.
The publications contain practical information and advice on wooden house maintenance, fire prevention and
cultural heritage research. The texts were prepared by
11 experts of different fields.
The print run of 1500 copies has been already distributed
(to cultural heritage owners, municipalities, museums,
territorial units of the Department for Cultural Heritage,
national parks and other organizations and persons).
However, a downloadable version is available on
www.eeagrants.lt/leidiniai (only in Lithuanian).
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Fire Prevention publication contains useful information
on ensuring safety of one’s home and surroundings. The
publication highlights that organisational and technical
fire preventive measures that do not require immense
funds and efforts play the key role – devoting some time
to planning, concerned persons’ training, acquisition of
the main equipment and turning the maintenance of the
building and its surroundings into a daily habit are the
essentials.

Methodical publication Cultural Heritage Research is
intended for slightly narrower audience – persons and
entities that own cultural heritage valuables and need
information about the procedures and possibilities of
their research. In addition to the clear description of regulations and research methods, the publication provides
a list of research centres and institutions operating in
Lithuania which has never been compiled before.
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Database of immovable cultural
heritage specialists

19

FACILITATING THE SEARCH OF EACH OTHER

The Lithuanian Association of Craftsmen, in
cooperation with the Ministry of Culture, composed a list of specialists working with immovable cultural heritage in Lithuania in pursuance
of promoting traditional technologies, increasing
awareness of craftsmen that apply them and facilitating the search of their services.
The database (launched in 2017) provides not
only the contacts but also relevant professional information about such specialists (fields of
activity, specialization, certificates etc.) which
make it much easier to find the needed proffesional than before. In some cases, examples of
their work (photos) are also provided. Currently,
60 specialists have been included into the list
and it is constanly being updated.
The database is freely available in the website of
the association of craftsmen: www.mmd.lt
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Projects of cultural
heritage conservation
and revitalization

Pakruojis

Built on the Kruoja river bank back in 1801, Pakruojis Synagogue is the
oldest remaining wooden synagogue in Lithuania. After the World War
II, the synagogue was converted into to a cinema, then turned into a
warehouse, and fell into disrepair after being severely damaged by fire
in 2009.

Project title
Restoration of Pakruojis Jewish
Synagogue and its Adaptation for Cultural
and Public Needs

Restoration works and installation of engineering networks resurrected
this unique building to a new life. The former unheated building was insulated and the heating system was installed enabling the community to
use the building all year round.

Duration
2014.06.30 – 2017.04.30

Historically, the walls of the synagogue were richly decorated with the
ornaments of exotic and local flora and fauna. During the project, paintings of the vault were recreated according to the old photographs and
the wallpaper was reproduced to decorate the entire interior according to
the restored bits. Thanks to the support of the EEA Grants, this is the first
wooden synagogue to be restored in Lithuania.
In the near future, children’s section of the district’s public libary will be
established in the building. It will also serve as a venue for cultural and
community events. Exhibition of Pakruojis Jewish history and culture, dedicated to the local Jewish community decimated in the midst of the 20th
century, is already set up in the balcony of the synagogue. Knowledge of
Jewish history and cultural heritage has also been improved during the
conference “Uniqueness of the Jewish Heritage” which took place in the
course of the project.

€153.3 million
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Project promoter
Administration of Pakruojis District
Municipality

Support
EUR 668.703,40 (89% of project’s value)
Address
Kranto st. 8, Pakruojis
More information
www.pakruojis.lt
Visiting
I-V 9.00 a.m. – 6.15 p.m.
VI 9.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.
VII 10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.
Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “Šiltas namas” (Rimas Valeckas)
Contractor
Ltd. “Rokiškio apdaila”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Statybos projektų valdymo grupė”
Restoration and recreation of wallpapers
and paintings
Ltd. “Opus Optimum”

Synagogues

Pakruojis Synagogue

The White Synagogue located in the Joniškis city centre is one of the oldest buildings in the town. It combines characteristics of the late classicism
and romanticism styles. Along with the Red Synagogue it comprises a
unique synagogue ensemble of the 19th century. Unfortunately, the White
Synagogue was turned into a warehouse following World War II, later
became a fitness facility and the interior got destroyed.
The Red Synagogue was restored and adapted to the public’s needs in the
previous 2004-2009 EEA Grants funding period. This time around, major
repairs have been carried out for internal premises of the White synagogue and the previously started façade restoration works have been
completed. Furniture and required computer, lightning and audio equipment were also acquired, thus providing perfect conditions to organise
various events. An interactive exhibition was installed in the synagogue,
allowing to get better acquainted with the history of Joniškis. Understanding of Jewish cultural heritage and important aspects of synagogues architecture has been improved during the conference organized within the
project.
The granted support allowed to finish revitalization works of the valuable synagogue ensemble and thus contributed to the improvement of
the public infrastructure, the touristic attractiveness of the city, increased
familiarity with the Jewish history. The revitalized complex was handed
over to Joniškis Museum of History and Culture. Due to its activity, the
complex has already become an important part of the town and an active
cultural venue.

€153.3 million

Joniškis

Project title
Adaptation of the White Synagogue
to the Public Needs
Project promoter
Administration of Joniškis district
municipality
Duration
2014.08.14 – 2017.04.30
Support
EUR 350.422,51 (90% of project’s value )
Address
Miesto sq. 4A, Joniškis
More information
www.joniskis.lt, www.joniskiomuziejus.lt
Visiting
Weekdays 8.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.

Restoration project and supervision
State agency “Lietuvos paminklai”
(Asta Meškauskienė)
Overhaul services
Ltd. “Banduva”
Contractor
Plc. “Pakruojo arka”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Gerbūnis”
Project supervision
State agency “Lietuvos paminklai”,
Ltd. “Banduva”
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Synagogues

Joniškis White
Synagogue

Musteika

Musteika is one the most secluded forest settlements in south-eastern
Lithuania, located near Čepkeliai Marsh. Seclusion of the location is one of
the main reasons why types of traditional buildings and the structure of
the village that formed at the end of the 19th century and the beginning
of the 20th century have survived to this day.
A few year ago, residents of Musteika village united for a common goal
– to preserve and foster the uniqueness of the village. The following
management works for 11 wooden architecture homesteads have been
carried out in the course of the project: authentic roof cover has been
recreated (of larch shingles, aspen and spruce laths), wooden windows
and doors were restored, the most damaged elements of walls and pediments were reconstructed, wells, fences were restored and fire protection was installed. A total of 40 objects were restored, 29 of which are
buildings (others – objects of small architecture).
During the project, particular focus was on the transfer of craftsmanship
skills. Five-day long practical trainings on wooden architecture and other
informational events have been organized for members of the community, craftsmen and the general public. It is expected that the owners will
use the acquired experience when providing maintenance for repaired
buildings, while the results of the project will encourage residents of other villages to cherish traditional wooden architecture as well.

€153.3 million
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Project title
Preservation of the unique Musteika
ethnographic village heritage
Project promoter
Musteika village community
“Musteikos pirkia”
Project partner
Dzukija National Park and Čepkeliai State
Nature Reserve Administration
Duration
2014.06.30 – 2017.04.30
Support
EUR 479.643,19 (89 % of project‘s value)
Address
Musteika village, Varėna dist.
More information
justask39.wixsite.com/musteikospirkia
www.cepkeliai-dzukija.lt

Restoration project and supervision
Personal enterprise G. Špoko
(R. Valatkevičienė, G. Špokas)
Contractors
Ltd. “Angira”, “VA statyba”, “Danstema”,
“Jautmalkės lėpis” (subcontractor),
“Ekostogas” (subcontractor)
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Altrys”

Ethnographic villages

Musteika
Ethnographic Village

Zervynos

Zervynos village is a typical Dzūkija region village which formed at the
end of the 19th century - the beginning of the 20th century. It preserved
authentic urban structure, traditional wooden architecture and expressive
elements of the small architecture. Unfortunately, demographic changes,
materials unsuitable for repair works along with other factors resulted in
the process of rapid decay of the village.
Zervynos village community, in cooperation with the Administration of
Dzūkija National Park and Čepkeliai State Strict Nature Reserve, implemented the project for the revitalization of 32 objects, i.e. 8 residential
buildings and 24 outbuildings. Roofs in emergency condition were refitted with a coating of larch shingles (in residential buildings) and laths (in
outbuildings). Also, outworn structures (rafters, lathing) were replaced,
wooden windows and doors of the residential houses were repaired and
fire safety alarms installed. All of the above not only allowed protecting
the traditional architecture against extinction, but also contributed to better living conditions and touristic attractiveness of the location.
Theoretical and practical trainings have been carried out in the course of
the project that provided homestead owners and craftsmen with useful
knowledge of proper maintenance of wooden architecture as well as of
the tradtional technologies.

€153.3 million

Project title
Preservation of traditional wooden
architecture in Zervynos ethnographic
village, the State protected cultural
heritage landmark
Project promoter
Zervynų kaimo bendrija
Project partners
Dzukija National Park and Čepkeliai State
Nature Reserve Administration;
Varėna District Municipality
Administration
Duration
2014.08.11 – 2017.04.30
Support
EUR 492.684,72 (90% of project‘s value)
Address
Zervynos village, Varėna dist.
More information
www.zervynukaimobendruomene.lt
www.cepkeliai-dzukija.lt
Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “Statprojektas”
(Laima Urbonienė, Marija Nemunienė)
Contractor
Ltd. “Ekstra statyba”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Altrys”
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Ethnographic villages

Zervynos
Ethnographic Village

Salos is the ethnographic village of the end of the 19th century – first half
of the 20th century located in the National Park of Aukštaitija. Due to its
unique architecture and layout, Salos has been designated as a cultural
reserve. Nearly thirty years ago, several buildings of this village were
acquired by the Open Air Museum of Lithuania. Instead of moving the
buildings to the museum, it was decided to open a regional division and
restore them in situ to preserve the authentic structure of the village.
However, there were no possibilities to revitalized the buildings for all this
time and they gradually deteriorated.
During the project implementation, restoration project was prepared, applied research was conducted, restoration works of six buildings were
carried out and engineering networks were installed. Maximum efforts
were exerted to preserve the authentic architecture and interiors of the
buildings.
Intensive one week’s practical training was organised together with
craftsmen from Norway, during which the barn of the other village was
restored, a prototype of a granary was constructed for educational activities. Also, participants were introduced to the practice of preservation
of wooden buildings applied in Norway, various lectures and discussions
were held.
The restored buildings are planned to be used according to eco museum
model. Traditional household activities will be authentically developed in
the rejuvenated houses and various economic activities characteristic to
this area will be introduced. There are also plans to adapt the buildings for
visitors’ accommodation, events, woodworking workshops, educational
activities.

€153.3 million
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Salos

Project title
Restoration and revitalization of two
farmsteads in the ethno-architectural
village of Salos
Project promoter
Open Air Museum of Lithuania
Project partner
Buskerud heritage conservation centre
(Buskerud bygningsvernsenter)
Duration
2014.07.15 – 2016.11.30
Support
EUR 502.932,34
(89,5 % of project’s value)
Address
Salos village, Ignalina dist.
More information
www.llbm.lt
Visiting
The village is open for visitors every day

Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “Ramgesta”
Contractor
Ltd. “Lakaja”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Darbesta”

Ethnographic villages

Ethno-architectural
village of Salos

Palanga

Anapilis villa in Palanga, constructed in the end of the 19th century, is
among the first villas of the counts Tyszkiewicz, a wealthy and influential
Lithuanian-Polish family. The villa stands out by its exclusive stylistic elements, features of historicism, art deco styles and of the suburban villas
in Switzerland. Because of its sophisticated wooden architecture and rich
history, it is one of the best-known buildings at the seaside of Lithuania.
In the period between the wars, prominent people of Lithuania (president
Stulginskis, poet Maironis, opera singer Kipras Petrauskas, etc.) used to
spend their holidays in the villa. Housing units were installed during the
World War II, later Jūratė sanatorium was established. After the restoration of independence, Palanga cultural centre was established in the
building, it also housed a popular acoustic music club. The building has
deteriorated over the years and became inappropriate to use.
During the project implementation, not only the exterior of the building
was renovated (new roofing, restored balconies, reconstructed tower,
restored windows and doors, ornaments, wind organ), but also internal
thermal insulation was installed, event halls and other spaces were refurbished, engineering networks were renovated, a lift for people with
disability was installed. In addition, a conference about the wooden architecture of Palanga and practical training of woodworking for children
were organized within the project.
Activities carried out brough back to life an object that is important to the
community, led to increased appreciation and understanding of the local
architecture and the touristic attractiveness of the resort. The revitalized
villa was handed over to Palanga Resort Museum, which organises various temporary exhibitions and cultural events in the villa. Permanent exposition presenting the history of the villa and Palanga resort is planned
to be installed in the nearest future.

€153.3 million
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Project title
Restoration of the historic villa “Anapilis”
in Palanga and its adaptation to the public
needs
Project promoter
Administration of Palanga town
municipality
Duration
2014.08.14 – 2016.12.30
Support
EUR 688.621,35 (80 % of project’s value)
Address
Birutės av. 34a, Palanga
More information
www.kurortomuziejus.lt
Visiting
I-IV 10.00 – 12.00 a.m., 1.00 – 5.00 p.m.
V 10.00 – 12.00 a.m., 1.00 – 3.45 p.m.
VI-VII closed.
Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “Šiltas namas” (Igor Pasko)
Contractor
Ltd. “Pamario restauratorius”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Taem Urbanistai”,
NPO “Projektų vadybos grupės”

Wooden villas

Villa “Anapilis”

Neringa

Living house at Preilos g. 85, which was constructed in the beginning of
the 20th century, is characteristic example of the architecture of wooden
living houses in the Curonian Spit. This house started the representational
built-up of the central street in Preila village, which marks gradual transition of the locals from fishing to tourism and construction of holiday villas.
The house was built by the method particular to this land – the house is
easy to disassemble and move to any other location, which helped the
locals to protect themselves against sliding dunes.
Due to environmental impact, humidity, pests, the condition of the vacated building became very poor. Water was leaking through the roof,
the foundation was rotten, the walls and chimneys decayed. Restoration
works carried out during the project implementation were aimed at preservation of as many authentic elements as possible. Together with the
partners from Norway and Iceland, two training courses were organised
about wooden cultural heritage restoration.
The exposition on the ground floor presents characterists of the traditional architecture of the Curonian Spit. Cultural events and educational
activities for local community are planned to be held in the villa, which
will invigorate the life of the small town and attract more tourists.

Project title
Restoration of a wooden cultural heritage
building in Neringa
Project promoter
Ltd. “Karmeda”
Project partners
Ltd. “Tailormade Interior” (Norway),
“Arkitektkontoret Amundsen” (Norway),
“Simbahöllin EHE” (Iceland)
Duration
2014.07.16 – 2016.10.30
Support
EUR 583.895,97 (80 % of project’s value)
Address
Preilos st. 85, Preila, Neringa
More information
www.karmeda.eu
Visiting
Available by prior arrangement by phone
+370 620 77 927

Restoration project
Rimgaudas Laužikas

€153.3 million

Contractor
Ltd. “Anrestas”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “A. Imbraso studija”
Building supervision manager Jonas Mizaras
Project supervision
L. Bartkienė design company
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Wooden villas

Wooden villa
in Preila

Pavirvytė

Pavirvytė Manor was built on the right bank of the Virvytė River in the
beginning of the 19th century. The surviving landlord’s house is a typical
example of wooden architecture in Samogitian region. Even though it
preserved numerous authentic details, its condition was very poor until
Antanas Naujokas, a farmer and public figure, acquired the manor with
an intention to revive both the manor and the life of the local community.
Thorough applied research has been carried out in the course of the
project that was used when executing works of design, repair and restoration. The state of the building changed completely as constructions
of roof and walls, foundation, flooring, facades and decorations were all
taken care of.
Two-week long theoretical and practical trainings were organized for
craftsmen and those eager to become ones by the experts of Norway
and Lithuania. During the trainings, participants were introduced to the
importance of cultural heritage research, trained to carry out restoration and conservation works in line with results of research, got to learn
about the differences between the two countries regarding restoration
techniques. Another three seminars on preservation and use of wooden
buildings were arranged for the cultural heritage owners and the general
public.
Right after the building was revitalized, it started hosting various community events. Future plans for the manor include the establishment of a
reading-room, a workshop for masters of the old crafts, exhibition about
the manor, organization of cultural events and educational camps.

€153.3 million

Project title
Actualization and preservation of
Lithuanian wooden cultural heritage
in cooperation with Norwegian cultural
heritage specialists by applying
Norwegian practice to revitalize
the landlord’s house of Pavirvytė manor
Project promoter
NPO “Academy of Cultural Heritage”
Project partner
Sigdal Museum
Duration
2014.07.24 – 2016.08.10
Support
EUR 564.448,02
(89 % of project’s value)
Address
Pavirvytės st. 14, Pavirvytės village,
Mažeikiai dist.
More information
www.paveldo-akademija.lt
Visiting
Available by prior arrangement by phone
+370 655 35 562
Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “Erdvės norma” (Asta Prikockienė,
Almantas Rolandas Dumčius)
Contractor
Ltd. “Telšių meistras”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Pakera”
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Manors

Pavirvytė Manor

Manors

Officine and orangery
of the Liubavas Manor
Liubavas

Liubavas Manor, situated near the capital, is one of the oldest of its kind
in Lithuania, and has been mentioned in historical sources from the 15th
century. This manor was owned by the royal family as well as by the most
prominent families of the country, such as Goštautai, Radvilos, Tiškevičiai
and others. In 2006, sculptor and architect Gintaras Karosas has started
researching the history of this region and the manor, later he established
Liubavas Manor Museum and initiated revitalization works of the manor‘s
buildings and environment.
During the course of the project, conservation and restoration works, as
well as installation of engineering networks were carried out for the offcine and organgery (the oldest building of such purpose in Lithuania),
comprising valuable baroque architectural ensemble of the 18th century.
The restoration has been carefully carried out by considering all the particularities of the construction period and architectural characteristics and
by preserving and exhibiting as much authenticity as possible: original
heating system, plaster moulding and polychromy fragments, deformed
building walls and other elements. Training workshops and a scientific
conference “Rapolas Slizienis, a bridge between periphery nations” were
organized within the project.
Expositions were installed in the buildings, introducing the orangeries of
Lithuanian manors, archaeological findings and other historical valuables
discovered during the project, as well as the famous 19th century sculptor
and architect Rapolas Slizienis. Also, conditions for community and cultural events to take place in the premises were created. Thus, a complex
educational tourism object was formed - together with the Manor mill
(restored in 2011 with support of the EEA grants and awarded with Europa
Nostra prize) the central (represetative) part of the Liubavas Manor has
been revived.

€153.3 million

The project was implemented in cooperation with the Norwegian Cultural
Heritage Research Institute, which contributed with recommendations on
the building restoration and actualization as well as with academic readings during public trainings.
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Project title
Conservation of Liubavas Manor Officine
and orangery and its adaptation to
cultural and public needs
Project promoter
NPO “Europos parkas”
Project partner
Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage
Research
Duration
2014.06.30 – 2017.04.30
Support
EUR 636.728,15 (80 % of project’s value)
Address
Liubavas village, Vilnius dist.
More information
www.liubavas.lt
Visiting
Available by prior arrangement by phone
+370 523 77 077 or e-mail
hq@europosparkas.lt in the period
of April 15th – October 15th

Restoration project and supervision
Gintaras Karosas
Contractor
Ltd. “Nivara”
Technical supervision
State agency “Lietuvos paminklai”

Manors

Abromiškės Manor
Abromiškės

Established back in 1571 and situated next to Elektrėnai, the Abromiškės
Manor is historically associated with families of Poniatovskiai, Bichovcai,
deRaes, Riomeriai and Pliateriai. It stands out for its architectural solutions, i.e. classicism-style wooden central part built in the beginning of
the 19th century and masonry wings, added later on. In the 19th century,
it was known for its active cultural life and rich collections of books and
paintings. Unfortunately, the manor has been seriously damaged over
time due to constant turnover of owners, the Soviet period and eventually by fire.
The current owners of the manor started reviving the ensemble in order
to preserve this valuable cultural heritage object and to adapt it to the
needs of local community. Firstly, they restored masonry wings and then
initiated a project for restoration of the wooden (central) part for which
the support of the programme was granted. Works of restoration and
reconstruction, preparation of the technical design and installation of engineering systems were carried out within the framework of the project.
Even though the activities implemented completely changed the state
of the manor, it is foreseen to take another 4-5 years for its complete
revitalization. During the period, it is planned to refurbish internal premises, and establish a guest house and representational halls for different
events. The park with ponds surrounding the manor and other buildings
of the complex are also to be taken care of.

€153.3 million

Partners from Norway contributed by sharing their experience with community in the areas of asset based rural development and re-purposing
of cultural heritage which provided the locals with useful insights and
encouraged them to take a fresh look at their living environment.
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Project title
Reconstruction of the wooden part
of Abromiškės manor house
Project promoter
Ltd. “Galvės investicija”
Project partner
Norwegian University College for
Agriculture and Rural Development
Duration
2014.06.30 – 2017.04.30
Support
EUR 657.666,54 (80 % of project’s value)
Address
Dvaro st. 21, Abromiškės village,
Elektrėnai dist.
More information
www.abromiskiudvaras.lt
Visiting
Currently, the object can be only visited
from the outside.

Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “Projektavimo ir restauravimo institutas”
(Saulutė Damanskienė)
Contractor
Ltd. “Astig”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Linorijas”

Klaipėda

Neringa Fort is the best remaining example of Prussian fortification in
Lithuania of the 19th century. The Lithuanian Sea Museum was established here in 1979 and since then, it became one of the most popular
tourist attractions in the Baltic seaside. However, constant exposure to
moisture severely damaged stonework structures of the fort, large quantities of sludge in the defensive ditch had a negative impact on the aquatic life, while the outworn quay poles posed a threat to solidity of the dam.
In order to preserve this unique maritime cultural heritage object, three
red masonry caponiers and a poterna were restored, the defensive ditch,
its quays, bridge were cleaned and rehabilitated. The biggest challange
was the cleaning of the sludge as the works had to be put on hold for
several times after discovering German artillery shell casings from World
War II. A total of 300 such items were moved away and neutralised.
A lot of effort was put into increasing public awareness of maritime cultural heritage. New exhibition “Neringa Fort, Part of Klaipėda Sea Fortress: 1875-1888/1944-1945” was installed in the restored part presenting
the history of this defensive object. In addition, a public discussion and
a seminar on preservation of maritime heritage were organized. During
the seminar, a group of experts were looking for the best ways to use
the fort together with students from Klaipėda University. Also, a scientific
research on the historic junction of the defensive ditch of the fort and the
Curonian Lagoon was contucted by cultural heritage expert.

€153.3 million

The project was implemented in cooperation with a long-term partner,
Stavanger Museum. Collaboration resulted not only in the co-organized
events, shared experience but also a travelling interactive exhibition “Silver of the Sea, from Stavanger to Klaipėda, 1820-1870” displayed in both
countries which tells about historical relations between Lithuania and
Norway.
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Project title
Preservation of Neringa Fort
and its sustainable use
Project promoter
Lithuanian Sea Museum
Project partner
Stavanger Museum
Duration
2014.07.22 – 2017.04.30
Support
EUR 485.188,33 (58 % of project’s value)
Address
Kopgalis, Smiltynės st. 3, Klaipėda
More information
www.muziejus.lt
Visiting
Planned to be opened for visitors from
July 2017.

Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “Klaipėdos projektas” ( Juozapas Tilvikas)
Contractor
Ltd. “Ekovalis”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Dividio”

Fortresses

Neringa Fort

Panemunė

Renaissance-style residential Panemunė castle is included into the list of
architectural monuments of Lithuania. The south wing of the castle is the
one largely preserving authentic characteristics; there one can observe
shapes, elements, materials and wall paintings from all the construction
and reconstruction stages from the 17th to the 19th century. Since 1982,
the castle has been under the ownership of the Vilnius Academy of Arts,
which has been taking care of its preservation and use.
During the course of the project, restoration and repair works were carried
out on the southern wing‘s structures (roof, plinth, internal walls, doors
and windows, drainage system), fire prevention system was installed,
required furniture and equipment was acquired. The tourism centre has
been moved to the restored premises where people with disabilities can
observe real-time images transmitted from the castle‘s tower.
On the ground floor, historic kitchen of the 18th century was recreated
based on the data of archaeological and architectural research findings.
On the first floor, temporary art exhibitions of students and lecturers from
the Vilnius Academy of Arts are put on display. Activities implemented
allowed to better adjust the castle to demands of tourists and community,
and contributed to sustainable development of one of the most popular
national routes of Panemunė castles.
Also, three-day long practical trainings for students and professionals
working in the area of heritage have been organized in collaboration with
the Restorers Union. The trainings included lectures and practical lessons
on treatment of architectural surfaces, masonry, plaster work techniques,
photogrammetry and other useful topics.

€153.3 million
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Project title
Restoration of the South Wing of
Panemunė Castle and its Adaptation
to the Public Needs
Project promoter
Vilnius Academy of Arts
Duration
2015.01.15 – 2016.11.30
Support
EUR 426.242,51 (82 % of project’s value)
Address
Vytėnų st. 53, Pilies village, Jurbarkas dist.
More information
www.panemunespilis.lt
Visiting
II-VII 10.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.

Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “Projektavimo ir restauravimo institutas”
(Rimas Grigas)
Contractor
plc “Virmalda”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Statybų Koordinatoriai”

Fortresses

The South Wing
of Panemunė Castle

Churches

Chapel-Mausoleum
of Trakų Vokė Manor
Trakų Vokė

Neo-Gothic style chapel-mausoleum, included into the ensemble of Trakų
Vokė Manor, was built in the second half of the 19th century. The remains
of several generations of the Tyszkiewicz (Tiškevičiai) family buried in
sarcophagi are kept in the basement of the chapel (the mausoleum). Following World War II, the building was turned into a warehouse, then later to a funeral parlour. As a result of inadequate maintenance, moisture
and other reasons, foundations were disintegrated, wall-paintings were
damaged, water was accumulating in the mausoleum, while most of the
movable valuables and furniture were stolen.
The active local community, which treasures the object both as a place
of worship, meetings and cultural events, put joint efforts to collect funds
required to cover its own contribution and initiated the chapel preservation project. It included restoration of façades, sculptures, wall-paintings,
windows, doors and the organ, the installation of the drainage system
and the repair of the roof. The ornate dome, the chapel altar and other
elements have been precisely recreated. Paint was specially made and
even included such substances as beeswax and other natural enzymes.
The heating system has also been fixed enabling the community to gather here all year round. The works have been carried out by specialists well
experienced in church heritage.
Three-day long trainings have been organized in collaboration with a
Norwegian company specialising in restoration of cultural heritage objects. Participants had an opportunity to get acquainted with heritage restoration both theoretically and practically, as well as to compare methods
applied by Lithuanian and Norwegian professionals.

€153.3 million

Project title
Finalisation of restoration works in the
chapel – mausoleum of Trakų Vokė Manor
and its adaptation to public needs
Project promoter
Lentvaris Parish of the Annunciation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Project partner
Ltd. “Dør og Vindusvern” (Norway)
Duration
2014.06.30 – 2016.06.30
Support
EUR 227.433,02 (90 % of project’s value)
Address
Eduardo Andrė st. 19, Trakų vokė, Vilnius
Visiting
The chapel is open every Sunday
from 8 to 10 a.m.
Visiting is also available by prior
arrangement by phone (+370 698 22 652,
+370 615 15 380, +370 650 73 276)
More information
www.lentvarioparapija.lt
Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “ASL” (Aleksandras Lukšas)
Contractor
Ltd. “Vilniaus restauratoriai”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Ramgesta”
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Skaudvilė Church situated halfway between Kaunas and Klaipėda is one
of the few sacral buildings of the shape of the cross with Classicism features. The Church was built in 1797, minor rearrangements were made in
the early-20th century (walls were covered with wood boards, straw roof
was replaced with tin), but the building retained most of its original elements till nowadays. Timber of peculiar quality was used in the construction of the church as two hundred years later most of it is still in excellent
condition. However, the church was in need of restoration for a long time
as some lumbers and other parts were degraded.
During the project implementation, decayed logs were restored, facades
were covered with new boards and painted. Also, stained glass of the
windows, decorative elements of the facade were restored, major repair
of the roof was carried out, stone socle was renovated, drainage and
lighting systems were installed. One of the most complex works was the
replacement of the foundation beam of the building, during which the
entire church was lifted up. The restoration specialists were surprised by
unusual notch of the logs.
In order not only to revitalize the church but also to introduce preservation of this heritage to public, a three-day long theoretical and practical
training about the peculiarities of wooden architecture, its protection and
carving was organised.

€153.3 million
38

39

Skaudvilė

Project title
Examination, conservation and restoration
of the Holy Cross Church’s facades
in Skaudvilė
Project promoter
The Holy Cross Parish of Skaudvilė
Project partner
Tauragė district municipality
Duration
2014.06.30 – 2017.04.30
Support
EUR 322.702,14 (89 % of project’s value)
Address
Tauragės st. 2, Skaudvilė, Tauragė dist.
Visiting
Opening hours:
I-V 6.00 – 8.00 p.m.
VI-VII 10.00 – 12.00 a.m., 6.00 – 8.00 p.m.

Restoration project
State agency “Lietuvos paminklai”
( Judita Olšauskienė)
Contractor
Ltd. “Apastata”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Darbesta”
Project supervision
State agency “Lietuvos paminklai”,
personal enterprise “Archijonas”

Churches

Church of the Holy Cross
in Skaudvilė

Kaunas

Located in the main square of Kaunas Old Town, St. Francis Xavier is
important both to the city’s religious community and Jesuit Gymnasium
community. This 18th century sacral architecture cultural heritage of the
late baroque is a vital part of Kaunas cityscape. Interestingly, it started
the tradition of constructing thin and tall towers in Lithuania. The church
is also unique due to its unconventional north-south orientation, while
polychrome painting fragments in the northern façade provide it with
special value.
The interior of the church as well as the House of Perkūnas belonging to
the ensemble were restored several years ago, a terrace with panoramic
view was also built, yet the façades were in a poor condition to this day.
This was resolved after carrying out polychrome (determining colour of
façades) and archaeological analysis, as well as façade repair and restoration works within the framework of the project. Baroque-style painting
(figure compositions of the three saints), found in the northern façade, is
of significant importance. The central figure was restored with support of
the programme.
Educational tour, meetings with cultural heritage specialists and series of
public lectures on significance of heritage, archaeological research of the
block of Jesuits, ensemble history as well as importance of the object for
Kaunas city, have been organized which increased public awareness and
understanding of the city’s heritage. Implementation of the project was
financially supported by a partner from Norway.

€153.3 million
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Project title
Restoration works of Kaunas St. Francis
Xavier ( Jesuit) Church
Project promoter
Rectorate of the Kaunas St. Francis
Xavier ( Jesuit) Church
Project partner
Ltd. Step Prosjekt (Norway)
Duration
2014.09.08. – 2017.04.30
Support
EUR 408.668,63 (89 % of project’s value)
Address Rotušės sq. 8, Kaunas
More information www.eimiz.com
Visiting
Opening hours of the church:
I-VI 4.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.,
VII 7.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.,
4.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
Opening hours of the terrace (tickets to
be purchased at the House of Perkūnas).
I-V 10.00 a.m. – 4.30 p.m.
Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “KPRPI” (Regina Tumpienė)
Contractor
Ltd. “Kauno projektavimo restauravimo
ir statybos institutas”,
works finished by
Ltd. “Senamiesčio restauratoriai”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Provalda”

Churches

St. Francis Xavier
( Jesuit) Church

The ensemble of buildings of Kaunas Bernardine Monastery and St.
George the Martyr Church is the national monument of late Gothic in
Lithuania. Kaunas monastery preserved its original structure and function
for over 500 years. Restoration works were necessary in order to reveal
the history and beauty of the ensemble, allowing safe use thereof and
decreasing heating expenditure. They were undertaken by the public institution “Domus Pacis”, established by the Lithuanian St. Casimir province
Franciscan (Bernardine) Order and Kaunas City Municipality.
The first stage of works has been completed in 2009-2011, after receiving
EU funding, used to amend dilapidated roofs, attics and other premises.
Support of the EEA grants was used to amend pediments of western
and eastern façades of the church, to carry out works for preservation of
crypts and install a glass cover above them, as well as for the restoration
of door gaps. The church that has been kept in darkness for a long time
is finally filled with light. Church windows (17 of them in total), bricked
up back in the 19th-20th centuries, were uncover and restored, while the
lighting system was fixed as well. Windows on the second floor of the
past sacristy and monastery were also restored.
Representatives of churches and monasteries were provided with useful
knowledge of heritage maintenance, preservation and fire preventation
during lectures given by professional restorers and heritage specialists.

€153.3 million
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Kaunas

Project title
Restoration of the complex of buildings
of Kaunas Bernardine Monastery and
St. George the Martyr Church and its
adaptation to public tourism needs,
Phase II
Project promoter
NPO “Domus Pacis”
Duration
2014.06.30. – 2016.04.30
Support
EUR 535.236,64 (89 % of project’s value)
Address
Papilio st. 7, Kaunas
More information
www.domuspacis.lt
Visiting
The church is open daily
from 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m.
Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “Erdvės norma” (Asta Prikockienė)
Contractor
Ltd. “Statybų laikas”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Resteksa”

Churches

Kaunas Bernardine
Monastery and St. George
the Martyr Church

Kintai

Former Lutheran Evangelical Church in Kintai dates back to 1705. It has
typical elements of architecture that were prevailing in eastern Prussia in
the early 18th century. During the soviet times, the building was used as
a warehouse, in 1987 it was restored and transformed into an exhibition
and concert hall. After the restoration of independence, the church was
given to the Catholic Parish and became not only religious but also cultural centre – concerts of Kintai summer festival and other events attracting
not only locals but also visitors from all over the region are held here.
The survival of the building and visitors’ safety were endangered by the
roof in extremely bad condition, foundation and walls damaged by humidity. During the project implementation, the main restoration and repair
works of the roof, foundation, socle, facade walls were carried out preserved the valuable building and better adapted to public needs.
Lecturers from the Norwegian University College for Agriculture and Rural
Development organized a seminar for local community about the potential of heritage to bring economic and social benefits. That encouraged
the locals to look at the existing resources in a new way.

€153.3 million

Project title
Restoration of the former Evangelic
Lutheran Church in Kintai and its
adaptation to community needs
Project promoter
The Roman Catholic Parish of Crucified
Jesus in Kintai
Project partner
Norwegian University College for
Agriculture and Rural Development
(Hogskulen for landbruk og
bygdeutvikling)
Duration
2014.06.30 – 2016.12.30
Support
EUR 273.576,66 (89 % of project’s value)
Address
Kuršių st. 26, Kintai, Šilutė dist.
More information
The church is open each Sunday during
the mass of 10 a.m.
Visiting is also available by prior
arrangement with Vydūnas culture centre
by phone +370 441 47 379
Restoration project and supervision
Egidijus Vidrinskas
Contractor
Ltd. “Rekosta”
Technical supervision
Juozapas Algimantas Januševičius
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Churches

Church of the Crucified
Jesus in Kintai

Telšiai Faculty of Vilnius Academy of Arts has established the Centre for
Applied Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage to satisfy the high
demand for such services in the region. The reconditioned faculty premises were equipped not only with restoration workshop with the required
computer, wood processing and restoration equipment, 3D scanner, laboratory and administrative department, but also with educational event
and exhibition halls.
A team of four members, two researchers and two restorers, have started
working here since 2015. They carry out research, preservation and restoration works for wooden cultural heritage objects, consult companies,
public institutions and private persons as well as perform project-based
and educational activities. For now, the main focus is on furniture, but the
supply of services is planned to be expanded in the future by providing
services of research and restoration on wooden architectural elements.
The technologically equipped space is used both by the students and the
restorers. The newly founded centre also increased faculty’s chances to
establish study programmes for metal and stone restoration.
Consultations and research services were started to be provided already
in the course of the project, qualifications of professionals were also improved. 29 informational events have been organized in the region in
order to let the museums, manors, municipalities and general public to
know about the services provided in the centre. Another 10 educational
events on different cultural heritage topics have been organized in the
centre in order to promote a better knowledge and maintenaine of heritage.

€153.3 million
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Telšiai

Project title
Establishing the Applied Cultural
Heritage Research and Conservation
Centre in Telšiai (Kęstučio st. 3-2) and
strengthening its activities
Project promoter
Vilnius Academy of Arts
Project partner
Public entity “Citizenship, Democracy and
Law Programs Centre” (Lithuania)
Duration
2014.06.30-2016.06.30
Support
EUR 348.818,79 (80 % of project’s value)
Address
Kęstučio st. 3-2, Telšiai
More information
www.tyrimukonservavimocentras.lt

Restoration project and supervision
Ltd. “Katedra”
Contractor
Ltd. “Statmax”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Pakera”

Research centres

Centre for Applied
Research and
Conservation of Cultural
Heritage in Telšiai

Thirty years ago, the Open Air Museum of Lithuania carried out comprehensive research of Aristavėlė wooden manor, dismantled and moved it
from Kėdainiai district to the museum. The aim was to represent the architecture of wooden manor houses as only a few original wooden manor
houses dating back to the beginning of the 18th century have survived till
nowadays in Lithuania.
The manor house was stored in the museum until the EEA Grants support of 2004-2009 was received for the reconstruction and restoration of
the building. Revitalization works of the manor were completed in this
funding period – interior of the building was refurbished, engineering networks were installed. In order to improve the conditions for consultations
and research of wooden heritage in the regions of Lithuania, as well as to
enhance the effectiveness of the maintenance of the museum buildings,
the Wooden built heritage conservation, research and training center was
established in the building with necessary equipment. It is the only centre
of this kind in Lithuania, which carries out complex applied research of
wooden architecture.
Currently, two specialists of cultural heritage work in the centre who provide consultations on maintenance and management of wooden buildings, conduct research of wooden architecture heritage (historical art
research, architectural, technological and constructional research), document valuable properties of buildings, assess the condition of objects, analyse compatibility of modern and traditional materials and technologies,
carry out thermal measurements of surfaces and perform other functions.
During the project, specialists of the museum attended 10 days’ training
in Norway, where they were introduced to the activities of two similar
centres, methodologies, practices of organisation of consulting and training for craftsmen. Later on, a practical training on analysis of wooden
buildings condition and a celebration of wooden heritage day were organised for the public in Lithuania.

€153.3 million
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Rumšiškės

Project title
Development of wooden built heritage
conservation, research and training center
in the former Aristavėlė manor house
Project promoter
Open air museum of Lithuania
Project partner
Buskerud heritage conservation center
(Buskerud bygningsvernsenter)
Duration
2014.07.15 – 2016.10.31
Support
EUR 698.961,69
(89,5 % of project’s value)
Address
Open air museum, Rumšiškės
More information
www.llbm.lt
Contacts
Architect Rasa Bertašiūtė,
+370 614 24 136
Craftsman Romualdas Valantis,
+370 615 21 335
Restoration project and supervision
Saulius Mikalauskas
Contractor
Ltd. “Kortas”
Technical supervision
Ltd. “Darbesta”

Research centres

Wooden built heritage
conservation, research
and training center

Research and
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